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A MIOGET LAMP NO LARGER 
THAN A CIGARETTE, CAN 
PRODUCE FOR PRACTICAL 
OSES A LIGHT W/TH A 
BRILLIANCY ONE-FIFTH THAT 
OF THE SUNS SURFACE ? 
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‘ STEPLESS SPEED 


General Electric and its employees 
ore proud of the Novy oward 
Excellence made to its Erie Works for 
the manufacture of navol ordnance. COM? ROL - AN Ab- 
=~ , ; sol VANTAGE OF D-C VAR Wp 
DRIVES, CAN NOW BE 
OBTAINED FROM AN 
A-C POWER SUPPLY? 













































ED 
Nes 
VARY 
JOR 


W BE 
AN 





Volume 117, Number 17 


Electrical World 





April 25, 1942 





Curtailment of Power 
in Pending WPB Order 


Third limitation program would be patterned after Southeastern 


rationing but would include kilowatt and kilowatt-hour short- 


ages — Order likely to include authority to shift loads 


The machinery for administering 
power curtailment whenever and wher- 
ever it becomes necessary in the coun- 
try is about to be prescribed in a limi- 
tation order by the War Production 
Board. Drafting of the order is about 
complete in WPB’s Power Branch and 
issuance can be expected within a week 
or so, 

Essentially, it is understood, the 
forthcoming order will follow the pat- 
tern which had its baptism in the 
Southeastern curtailment program last 
November and December (ELECTRICAL 
Wortp, November 15, 1941, page 70). 
Except for a requirement that utility 
systems, public and private alike, be 
operated at all times to obtain the maxi- 
mum benefit from existing connections 
and to obtain the most efficient use of 
available fuels, however, the order’s 
terms will not be effective until a formal 
finding has been issued by WPB stak- 
ing out a “power shortage area.” 


Kw. and Kw.-Hr. 


Where the Southeastern order (L-16) 
provided only for a killowatt-hour de- 
ficiency, it can be expected that the 
forthcoming plan will set up a_pro- 
cedure for administering both energy 
and capacity deficiencies, including 
power to direct a shifting of loads away 
from peak hours or an outright ban 
on certain specified power uses during 
such periods. Wherever provisions of 
the order are invoked, non-essential 
lighting in categories similar to those 
banned in the Southeast will be turned 


Included 


out, and consumers other than those 
engaged in direct war work or essential 
civilian activities limited to specified 
portions of energy or demand quotas. 
The order will be the third power 
curtailment program issued by WPB 
or its predecessor, OPM. The first, in 
the Southeast, was revoked when rains 
came. The second. still in effect. estab- 
lishes procedure for operation of the 
25-cycle in the Niagara area. In this 
new order the Power Branch intends to 





BOMB BATTLING—To add realism, the 
Vancouver, Wash., office of Northwestern 
Electric used black powder to make “‘rea- 
sonably accurate facsimiles” of incendiary 
bombs. E. A. Danielson, nearly obscured 
by the smoke, carries water to the stirrup- 
pump, operated by C. J. Greely, Jr.. while 
George Drewett trains the spray nozzle 
on the smoking “bomb” 


establish the general framework within 
which all curtailments can be fitted as 
circumstances dictate, as well as within 
which action can be taken speedily 
where breakdowns create emergency 
conditions. 

Further. by the issuance of the order 
WPB reaches out to establish formally 
its authority to direct the flow of power 
for war production. Representatives of 
state and federal regulatory bodies and 
of the utility industry have been con- 
sulted by the Power Branch on the 
terms of the order, and further moves 
to synchronize the activities of the 
Power Branch and such agencies as the 
Federal Power Commission are 
sidered likely to follow. 


con- 


Utilities Are Active 
in Civilian Defense 


Added evidences of electric utility 
cooperation in civilian defense came 
this week from widely separated parts 
of the country. 

In Chicago 125 members of Common- 
wealth Edison post American Legion 
(see front cover) were the first class to 
round out the city’s emergency fire- 
fighting course. They qualified as aux- 
iliary firemen of the Chicago Fire De- 
partment after completing an intensive 
twelve-week training program. 

On the Pacific coast incendiary bomb 
control and fire-fighting equipment has 
been spotted at strategic points in all of 
Northwestern Electric Co.’s properties, 
with members of the 
trained to use it. 

A. O. Mangold, system betterment en- 
gineer and defense coordinator of the 
utility, supervises the activity. Training 
comes under M. M. Duffy, as “chief” of 
fire services, and Jean Dawson, chief of 
health and first-aid services; a chief of 
police services, to work in close cooper- 


organization 
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ation with the two others, will be 
selected. 

Stirrup-pumps, which form part of 
the fire-fighting equipment, were de- 
signed and constructed by Fred Beach, 
designing engineer, and Ralph Worth 
of the meter department. 


Court Upholds SEC 
in P.G. & E. Ruling 


SEC’s recent ruling that Pacific Gas 
& Electric Co. is technically a subsidiary 
of North American Co. and therefore 
subject to the Public Utility Act of 
1935 was upheld in a two to one de- 
cision of the Ninth Circuit Court of 
Appeals in San Francisco on April 14. 
The court decision climaxed seven years 
of hearings in which Pacific Gas has 
sought a ruling exempting it from the 
provisions of the holding company act. 

The court held that P. G. & E. was 
“susceptible of control” by North Amer- 
ican and that a finding for the company 
was not compelled by the fact that 
North American had never dominated 
it in the past. A dissenting opinion by 
Judge Francis A. Garrecht contended 
that if the evidence “shows it is not 
controlled and its management and 
policies not subject to a controlling in- 
fluence, directly or indirectly, it is en- 
titled to exemption from the terms of 
the act.” 

“The order of the commission is arbi- 
trary and capricious,” Judge Garrecht 
wrote, “and should be reversed. To 
reach the conclusion arrived at by the 
commission, every circumstance _ is 
viewed with a hostile eye, and every 
instance tortured into some semblance 
of sinister purpose.” 

North American’s initial stock hold- 
ings of 17.71 percent of the voting 
shares (the law says 10 percent owner- 
ship makes a company a subsidiary un- 
less exempted by the SEC) were diluted 
to 16.66 percent by the recent sales 
of 400,000 additional shares of P. G. 
& E. preferred. Despite an opinion by 
a trial examiner that the company 
should be exempted, the SEC held 
otherwise. A petition for a rehearing 
of the latest ruling will be sought. 


TVA Plant Conversion 


Work on electric furnaces will be 
the principal part in the conversion of 
Tennessee Valley Authority’s No. 2 
nitrate plant for processing calcium 
carbide for the Reserve Rubber Co., to 
cost an estimated $1,000.000. Produc- 
tion will be under way in early fall 
at an annual rate of 70,000 tons; prod- 
uct will be used in the manufacture 
of neoprene for synthetic rubber. 
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THIS WEEK'S NEWS BRIEFS 


PHILADELPHIA ELECTRIC IS USING 
BICYCLES for service calls in the city 
and the immediate neighborhood of the 
regional service offices. Twenty-two are 
now in use; if the experiment is suc- 
cessful, the two-wheeled fleet may be 
extended to 200. Distant calls must 
still be handled by the light service 
trucks. 


THe ARMY'S NEW SKI PATROL has 
nothing on Allyn Bornstedt, enterpris- 
ing meter reader of the Pacific Power 


& Light Co. in the Enterprise, Ore., 
district. Unable to reach many rural 
homes in the Wallowa Valley by car 
during a recent deep snow, Allyn took 
to the “slats” to make his rounds. 


ARKANSAS Power & Licut Co. will 
not knowingly violate War Production 
Board regulations, even to serve a rural 
electrification cooperative, C. S. Lynch. 
executive vice-president of the utility, 
has notified REA officials in St. Louis. 
Company awaits WPB decision before 
making service connection to Clark 29 
section of South Central Arkansas 
co-op. 


First FOUR YEARS of a street-lighting 
project at Binghamton, N. Y.. show de- 
crease of 83.3 percent in night accident 
fatalities despite increase in daytime 
accidents during that period. About 23 
miles of street lighting has been in- 
stalled, with 4 more miles to go. 


Los ANGELES’ 90,000 sTREET LIGHTS 
are extinguished within four minutes 
after a blackout is ordered, according 
to H. C. Gardett, chief electrical engi- 
neer of the Department of Water and 
Power. About 25.000 units are turned 
out in the first minute. An organization 


of 3,500 volunteer “switch captains” 
and alternates man the remaining 65,- 
000, which are operated through 812 
time switches. 


Harry L. MITcHELL, president West 
Penn Power, recently celebrated his 
fortieth anniversary with that utility. 
Discussing the outlook for his’ company 
in the war-time emergency, Mr. Mitchell 
declared: “We shall meet and come 
through the present crisis as our com- 
pany has weathered previous storms in 
its earlier years.” 


Duke PoweERr Is INSTALLING one thou- 
sand 15-kva. static capacitors at Dur- 
ham, N.C., largest installation of its 
kind in this section. Six hundred and 
sixty-six are in place on the 6,900-volt 
bus at Durham Main station; the rest 
will be installed on the 13,000-volt bus. 


ELectric LOAD on the Public Service 
Electric & Gas system dropped 218,000 
kw. during the North Jersey practice 
blackout April 15. Decrease was about 
48 percent of normal electric require- 
ments of the affected area for that time 
of night, 10 p.m. 


ALL FULL-TIME EMPLOYEES who have 
been with Wisconsin Public Service at 
least a month will receive a $12 monthly 
bonus, beginning with their mid-April 
payroll checks, to help them meet the 
increased cost of living. 


POWER RESTRICTIONS which will be 
introduced in Ontario this coming 
autumn may save some 150,000 hp., 
according to Dr. T. H. Hogg, chair- 
man of the Ontario Hydro-Electric 
Commission. That saving, along with 
additional power from new sources, he 
believed, would enable the commission 
to meet the 1942 shortage. 


TURNOVER OF 280 EMPLOYEES by the 
Memphis Light, Gas & Water Division 
since Pearl Harbor is reported by Ma- 
jor Thomas H. Allen, president. He 
said most of these went into the armed 
services or to defense plants. 


PoWER SHORTAGE Looms for the 
Pacific Northwest in the winters of 
1942 and 1943, “even with the acceler- 
ater program for the installation of 
generating units at Bonneville and 
Grand Coulee,” according to U. J. 
Gendron, assistant Bonneville admin- 
istrator. 


BONNEVILLE-GRAND COouULEE POWER 
will be furnished to a new three-furnace 
ferrosilicon plant in north centre 
Washington to be operated by the Ohio 
Ferro-Alloys Co., according to bonne 
ville Administrator Raver. 
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AT SOUTHEASTERN ELECTRIC EXCHANGE—President-elect L. 
P, Sweatt. Mississippi Power, chats with C. C. Curtis, Savannah 
Electric & Power, the retiring president, at the annual meeting in 


Edgewater Park, Miss., last week. Other active participants in the 


Southeast Able to 
Handle War's Demands 


Southeastern electric companies in annual meeting assert their ability 


to supply power adequate for war production in their region — 


Public favor for utilities increasing 


That the electric utilities of the 
Southeast are able and ready to respond 
adequately to war demands for power 
was the dominant theme of the annual 
conference of the Southeastern Electric 
Exchange at Edgewater Park, Missis- 
sippi, April 16-17. From the opening 
address of C. C. Curtis, retiring presi- 
dent of the exchange, to the announce- 
ment at the end of the conference of 
the president-elect, L. P. Sweatt, Mis- 
sissippi Power, this theme appeared 
throughout the program. 


Decentralization of Power Supply 


Uutstanding for its vigorous state- 
ment of the utilities’ competence to han- 
dle their war job was the talk by H. F. 
smiddy, Ebasco Services, who urged 
that the national problem of electricity 
supply for war production needs be de- 
centralized and placed with full confi- 


dence in the hands of the experienced, 
capable men who operate the utilities. 
Control and direction of power supply 
centralized in Washington, complicated 
by the doctrinaire ideas on the subject 
of power now so prevalent in govern- 
ment, cannot do as effective a job in 
the war emergency as can be done by 
men familiar with the actualities of 
electric system operations. 
ment set the objectives; 
tives be attained by 
how to reach them. 
In a different way, but just as im- 


Let govern- 
let the objec- 


men who know 


pressively, the same ideas were voiced 
by Walter R. McDonald, chairman Pub- 
lic Service Commission of Georgia. Mr. 
McDonald asserted that wartime power 
supply should be a matter of local 
operation and regulation, with only a 
minimum of coordinating 
from Washington. 

The tide of public favor is turning 


direction 


convention discussions (left to right) W. M. Stanley, Alabama 
Power Co.: C. A. Collier, Georgia Power Co.; McGregor Smith, 
Florida Power & Light Co.; Paul Vecker, of the South Carolina 


Power & Light Co. 


toward the electric utilities, said Clay- 
ton Rand, editor. The Dixie Press, and 
utility men should use their imagina- 
tions to take advantage of it in adver- 
tising and public relations. On the 
same tenor, C. A. Collier, Georgia 
Power, said in his talk on maintaining 
good will during the war emergency, 
“For Heaven’s sake, let’s tell the public 
what the utilities are doing to arm the 
war.” On the start that has been made 
in that direction, C. A. Dunning, N. W. 
Ayer advertising agency, reported that 
the number of electric companies spon- 
soring the national advertising cam- 
paign now in progress has increased 
from 52 to 65 and nearly enough money 
has been contributed to carry the cam- 
paign through its first year. Vision and 
imagination were invoked by S. M. 
Crocker, General Electric, as essential 
to planning for after the war. 

S. M. Hibben, Westinghouse, de- 
scribed the partnership of light and 
darkness in national defense against 
air attack. Conversion of industry to 
war production was described in a 
paper by W. H. Wheeler, WPB, read 
by R. E. Judd, former utility man now 
head of the New Orleans contract dis- 
tribution branch office. Air-raid expe- 
riences of the English people were pre- 
sented by D. M. DeBard, Stone & Web- 


ster Service. The organization and 





SOUTH Is 


War loads was stressed at the annual meeting of the South- 
astern Electric Exchange. Here are (left to right) L. M. Smith, 
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READY—Preparedness of electric utilities to supply 
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Alabama Power: R. S. Griffith, General Electric: J. E. S. Thorpe. 
Nantahala Power & Light: E. H. Ginn, General Electric: C. F. 
Lloyd, C, E. Stevens, Westinghouse; J. M. Barry, Alabama Power 
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purposes of the recently formed na- 
tional Council of Electric “Operating 
Companies were disclosed by L. V. Sut- 
ton, Carolina Power & Light. 


Ease Dim-out Rules 
in British Columbia 


Dim-out restrictions on outdoor light- 
ing, which have been in force through- 
out the entire British 
Columbia since been 
partially relaxed. 

W. C. Mainwaring, merchandising 
manager British Columbia Electric and 
chairman of the Provincial A.R.P. 
Advisory Council in British Columbia, 
states that special permits will now 
be available for the use of outdoor 
lighting, where it can be proven such 
lighting is necessary for the successful 
operation of business. 


province of 


January, have 


Special consideration in the matter 
of such permits will be given to war 
industries and also to the use of out- 
door lighting for public entertainment 
and public amusement, with a view to 
maintaining morale. For the present, at 
least. there will be no relaxation on the 
ban on the use of illuminated adver- 
tising signs, nor will there be any lift- 
ing of restrictions prohibiting the use 
of porch lights, 


Waterman Named Head 
WPB Lighting Section 


Marshall N. Waterman, for the past 
fifteen years in charge of lighting ap- 
plication work of the Central Hudson 
Gas & Electric Corp., has been named 
chief of the lighting and fixtures sec- 
tion of the War Production Board 
Building Materials Branch. He succeeds 
Charles L. Harold, who transferred to 
the Bureau of Industrial Conservation 
as a special consultant. 

In his WPB post Mr. Waterman will 
be in charge of industrial lighting mat- 
ters, lighting problems as they are in- 
volved in construction work, and_ will 
administer the recent order restricting 
production of fluorescent fixtures to es- 
sential war uses, 


Utility Head Sees No Power 
Shortage in Oklahoma 


Oklahoma’s alleged shortage of elec- 


tric power, which, it is reported in 
Washington, will prevent further loca- 
tion of defense industries in that state, 
“looks like, from here, a build-up by 
certain people for construction of more 
dams at public expense.” George A. 
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Grand Coulee May Get 
Two Shasta Dam Units 


Two 75,000-kw. generating units intended for Central Valley project 
may be diverted to make additional capacity available in 
Pacific Northwest to handle anticipated war loads this fall 


Two 75,000-kw. hydro-electric gener- 
ating units being fabricated for installa- 
tion at Shasta Dam, major unit of the 
Central Valley development, probably 
will be diverted to emergency war use 
at Grand Coulee Dam in the Pacific 
Northwest at the suggestion of the War 
Production Board Power Branch. The 
deal is calculated to make 150.000 kw. 
of capacity available a year sooner than 
otherwise possible. 

The two units can be completed for 
installation at Coulee some time this 
fall; more than six months sooner than 
any of the second battery of three 108,- 
000-kw. Coulee units can be finished. 
They cannot be utilized to produce 
power at Shasta until the winter of 
1943-44, more than a year later. 


Northwest Capacity Needed 


Further, the need for additional ca- 
pacity in the Northwest is admittedly 
pressing. A considered 
likely to develop in that area this fall. 
because heavy war loads are coming in 
faster than capacity can be added. 

Final determination of the 


shortage is 


emer- 


Davis, president Oklahoma Gas & Elec- 
tric, charged this week. 

He added that “while I can speak 
only for my company. we haven't had 
a thing offered. anywhere, which we 
have been unable to We have 
all the power we need and a surplus 
right now.” 


serve. 


Connecticut Utilities 
Allowed to Make Tie-In 


United Illuminating Co., New Haven, 
Conn., has been authorized by the Fed- 
eral Power Commission to make a per- 
manent connection for emergency use 
only with facilities of the Connecticut 
Light & Power Co. at Devon, Conn., 
for the purpose of safeguarding power 
supply to important war 
served by both utilities. 

Both circuits of a tie line running 


industries 


between applicant’s generating stations 
at New Haven and Bridgeport will be 
connected, through switching equip- 
ment and a 30,000-kva. transformer, to 
the 66.000-volt bus of the Connecticut 
company’s generating station at Devon. 
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gency shift of the two units hinges 
upon working out various financial and 
legal problems, it is understood, but 
it is considered certain to go through. 
Technically, engineers say the plan is 
feasible. The program suggested by 
WPB calls for pushing completion at 
the earliest time of the initial Shasta 
units, which have been ordered and are 
being built now. These would be in- 
stalled in the positions at Coulee in- 
tended to house that project’s larger 
108,000-kw. generators. By speeding 
work at Coulee, however, enough posi- 
tions can be made ready to continue 
installation of the 108,000-kw. units as 
scheduled—Nos. 4—6 in the summer of 
1943, Nos. 7-9 in 1944. 

Meantime, work could be continued 
at the present pace on Shasta so that 
its other three units could be installed 
and ready for service in January, 1944. 
the currently scheduled date for begin- 
ning of operation of all five generators. 
Ultimately, it is expected the emer- 
gency installations at Coulee would be 
moved to their originally intended loca- 
tions, 


Taxes Halve Net 
of Public Service 


Taxes in the first quarter of 1942 
cut the net Public Service 
Corp. of New Jersey in half, compared 
with the same period a year ago, 
Thomas N. McCarter. chairman of the 
board, told stockholders this week. He 
added that if the Treasury’s present 
proposal of 55 percent normal and 7 
percent excess profits should be en- 
acted, the corporation would fail by 
a “substantial margin” to cover the 
present $1.20 common. stock dividend 
rate. 

Warning stockholders not to expect 
any relief through increased rates. Mr. 
McCarter said: “Not only is it a long 
and difficult rate in- 
creases through regulatory bodies. but 
even if vatherer 


income of 


process to get 


successful. the tax 
would get the major share of the i 
crease.” 

He also challenged the “prudent i0- 
vestment” theory of valuation for rate 
making purposes and declared he would 
spend the rest of his life, if mecessaty: 
to fight off any governmental! attempt 
to apply this theory to his company. 


April 25 1942 








jue 
as 
of 


ued 
that 
lled 
044. 
gin- 
lors. 
mer- 
d be 


loca- 


ice 
1942 


rvice 
pared 
ago, 
rf the 

He 
resent 
nd 75 
e en- 
il by 
r the 
vidend 


expect 
s, Mr. 
a long 
ite in- 
1s, but 
atherer 
the in- 


ent in- 
yr rate- 
» would 
cessaly: 
attempt 
pany. 


1942 


———— 


PRIORITIES AND 
PRICE SHORTS 





PRESAGING A SIMILAR STANDARDIZA- 
tion of incandescent bulb types, the 
War Production Board has ordered ra- 
dio tube manufacturers to discontinue, 
as of April 24, production for civilian 
use of 349 of the 710 types of radio 
tubes now on the market, to save 
critical materials, man- and machine- 
and simplify dealers’ stocks. 
WPB figure there are enough of the 
odd-sized tubes to satisfy replacement 
stocks for a long time. 


hours 


WPB HAS CHANGED signals on elec- 
tric heating pads (L-84). Manufactur- 
ers may now use up inventories on 
hand on April 4 which cannot be used 
for other purposes (even though con- 
taining materials use of which is other- 
wise prohibited under other orders) but 
all output is to be halted on June 30. 


THREE PROVISIONS in an earlier order 
freezing refrigerator sales have been 
cleared up by a WPB amendment. The 
first permits any person not a distrib- 
utor or manufacturer who buys an 
electric refrigerator from some one else 
who is not a distributor or manufac- 
turer to resell it. The second says that 
a person may ship or transfer any new 
domestic mechanical refrigerator to 
which he held full legal title before the 
freeze order was issued. According to 
the third provision, a person who or- 
dered and paid for a refrigerator prior 
to the freeze order is entitled to his 
purchase. 


Tue Orrick or DEFENSE TRANSPOR- 
TATION has set up a_ special office 
manned by Samuel S. Bruce of the 
Koppers Co. to arrange for shipment 
by rail of coal needed at eastern sea- 
hoard points which formerly was hauled 
by water. Solid trains from points of 
origin to destinations will be arranged 
to obviate terminal delays while utiliz- 


ing only a minimum amount of equip- 
ment, 


TWO MODIFICATIONS SIMPLIFYING PRO- 
CEDURE under the Production Require- 
ments Plan have been put into effect by 
WPB. Manufacturers whose rating un- 
der PRP is raised during a quarter 
may now notify suppliers by letter, in- 
‘tead of making out new purchase or- 
ders, Also, manufacturers may now or- 
ler requirements of the same material 
‘t products even though two or more 
ratings are involved; i.e., 250 motors, 
‘ating A-1-j; 500 motors, rating A-2, 
may be ordered at the same time. 


ELECTRICAL WORLD e April 


LIBRARY LIGHTING—Cyclorama Room of the Grosvenor Library in Buffalo, 

Reading tables lighted to 35 ft..candles (readings taken at night after 100 hours) from 

107 Wiley units—single, double and triple mounting—each with two 100-watt fluorescent 

lamps. Library has a 21.6-ft, ceiling, approximately 10,600 sq.ft. Layout by Buffalo 
Niagara Electric lighting bureau. 
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Consolidated Edison Spurs 
“War on Waste” 


Consolidated Edison Co. of New 
York has appointed special committees 
to carry out a “war-on-waste” program 
on a system-wide front. These com- 
mittees are extending methods of re- 
pair and reuse of machinery and equip- 
ment and collecting scrap metals to be 
used in war manufacture. In January 
1,600 tons of scrap iron, steel and 
other metals were collected and sold; 
in February, more than 1,000 tons. 
But no equipment is released for scrap 
if it can be used when repaired or 
adapted. 

Many thousands of feet of cable and 
overhead wire which normally would 
have been scrapped have been sal- 
vaged in the last few months. Nearly 
4,000 pounds of solder has been re- 
covered from joints. Oil-soaked cotton 
gloves, unfit for use, are now being 
cleaned and made usable again. Worn 
or broken shafts and other parts made 
of steel, bronze or other metals—now 
virtually irreplaceable—are built up by 
a process of spraying metal on them 
and welding. Damaged boiler ‘tubes 
are cut up and welded into usable tubes 
on an average of two remade tubes out 
of three damaged ones. 


Dim Network Vault Lights 


Illumination from little underground 
lights which were visible from tall 
buildings in Buffalo’s first blackout has 
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been reduced*95 percent, the Buffalo, 
Niagara & Eastern Power Corp. re- 
ports. The 5x10-inch glass tops on the 
metal boxes holding the bulbs have 
been painted so that only a strip half 
an inch wide and 5 inches long permits 
light to pass through. The boxes are in 
90 underground 60-cycle network 
vaults, which house transformers and 
other equipment. 


British Columbia Freezes 
Rural Line Extensions 


Following similar action in other 
provinces of Canada, British Columbia 
rural electric light and power line ex- 
tensions have been “frozen” for the 
duration of the war. Restrictions were 
extended on orders 
British Columbia Electric Co. from 
H. J. Symington, power controller, de- 
partment of and 
Montreal. 


received by the 


munitions supply, 

Should an extension be required for 
a vital war industry, the special cir- 
cumstances of the case must be laid 
before the power commissioner before 
permission can be obtained. The new 
order made necessary by the 
critical situation respecting electrical 
supplies and equipment, particularly 
transformers, Electrical manufacturers 
have notified the government that they 
could not continue to furnish trans- 
formers unless they could get the re- 
quisite material from the United States. 
This could not be done. 


was 
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Associated Sells 
Another Company 


Initial agreements have been reached 
for the sale of Kentucky-Tennessee 
Light & Power Co., largest southern 
property of the Associated Gas & Elec- 
tric System, for a base price of about 
37,000,000, according to the corporation 
trustees, 

The transaction is a complicated one, 
involving arrangements with various 
municipalities, the Tennessee Valley 
Authority, the Rural Electrification Ad- 
ministration, various private purchasers 
and another utility company. A definite 
agreement has been reached by the sub- 
sidiary. Associated Electric Co. with 
five municipalities in southwestern 
Kentucky in the largest single element 
in the deal. involving a base price of 
$3.500,000. 

On May 8 the city of Safford, Ariz., 
will vote on the purchase of Arizona 
General Utilities Co. for a base price 
of $480,000. Previous sales contract 
with the South Carolina Public Service 
Authority for Associated’s South Caro- 
lina companies (ELectricAL Wortp, 
April 11, 1942. page 20). was 
pleted last week. 


com- 


Seattle Asks Federal Aid 
on Ross Dam Power Plan 


The City Council of Seattle, Wash.. 
has authorized formal application to 
the government for funds to pay 30 per- 
cent of the cost of increasing the height 
of Ross Dam from 305 ft. to 455 ft. at 
spillway for additional power, at an 
estimated total cost of $8,000,000. 

The federal grant is expected to 
come from funds made available under 
the Lanham Act for aid of municipal 
projects undertaken at request of the 
federal authorities as a war measure. 
Bob Jones, chairman of the Council’s 
utilities committee, that the 
Council has not determined how to 
raise funds for the remainder of the 


states 


cost. 


Kansas City Power & Light 
To Add Short Wave 


Application to FCC for permission to 
operate a short-wave inter-communica- 
tion system linking the Kansas City 
Power & Light Co. with the city police, 
fire and water departments was filed 
recently by the police department. 

The new network, which is being 
undertaken as a wartime anti-sabotage 
and defense measure, is one of the first 
of its kind in the country. To be used 
for emergency liaison only, the new 
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short-wave network will supplement 
existing radio dispatching systems oper- 
ated by the Kansas City police depart- 
ment and the Kansas City Power & 
Light Co.. it is said. 

Petition for the new system for the 
necessary priorities and orders for all 
equipment are being handled by the 
Kansas City police department. 


Advises 24-Hr. Lighting 
for War Industry Plants 


Complete dependence on artificial il- 
lumination was advanced this week as a 
solution to the conflict between 24-hour 
operation of war industries and black- 
outs. Speaking before the New Eng- 
land Safety Council, D. P. Caverly, il- 
luminating engineer of the Hygrade- 
Sylvania Corp., suggested that new 
plants be designed as windowless struc- 
tures and old plants blacked out by 
shutters or other devices so that pro- 
duction can continue regardless of out- 
side conditions. 

Less essential industries that can shut 
down during test blackouts or the com- 
paratively short raids predicted by au- 
thorities can prevent accidents to per- 
sonnel through the use of luminous 
paint. he said. “The paint is being 
applied in a number of plants to al- 
ternate lighting reflectors. posts, stair 
risers and similar key 
added. 


objects.” he 


Jacksonville Plant 
Needs Temporary Tie 


One of the most urgent problems 
now facing the Jacksonville, Fla, 
municipally-owned utilities is the need 
of a temporary auxiliary source of 
power in the event there is a failure 
at the electric light plant, Utilities 
Commissioner George A. Pierce told 
members of the local Advertising Club 
at a recent meeting. 

The need of an extra supply of pewer 
for Jacksonville since several war in- 
dustrial plants and shipbuilding yards 
are dependent upon the Jacksonville 
plant has already been emphasized by 
state officials. 

The commissioner said that the most 
feasible source for auxiliary power is 
from the Florida Power & Light Co. 
and that a connection between the city 
and the power company could be made 
very economically at Baldwin, a short 
distance from Jacksonville. He said the 
Florida Power & Light Co. is willing 
to make the connection. 


Vote to Purchase Utility 


Citizens of La Farge and Viola, Wis.. 
have recently voted in favor of purchas- 
ing their local utilities now owned by 
the Wisconsin Central Utilities Co. Ac- 
quisition of the private utility property 
has been approved by the village boards 
of both communities. 


GOOD LIGHTING FOR 1.29 CENTS PER FAN—Checking over the records, William P. 
Bear, lighting engineer for the Pacific Gas & Electric Co., recently found that in the 
past four years the Seals Stadium in San Francisco used 381,469 Kw.-hr. at @ cos! 
of $7,724.11. As 600,141 people attended the events, the cost of good lighting was only 
1.29 cents per ticket holder. Illumination is by 308 Westinghouse 1,000-watt units 
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Water Outlook Favorable, 
Says Geological Survey 


No areas of particularly deficient stream flow in March — Marked 
increase in East — Satisfactory water supplies for present needs 
in West, despite general decrease in flow in Northwest 


The immediate outlook for surface 
water supplies is very favorable, accord- 
ing to the March summary of stream- 
flow conditions by the Geological Sur- 
vey. 

For the country as a whole, the Sur- 
vey shows, the total surface-water sup- 
plies now available, as represented by 
the combined flows of eastern rivers, 
the water stored in reservoirs and the 
snow cover in the West, are greater 
than last year and represent a favorable 
contrast to conditions of March a year 
ago, especially throughout the East. 


Stream-Flow Gain in East 


There was a marked increase in 
stream flow in the East, caused by espe- 
cially severe floods in western New 
York. Stream flow in New England was 
generally normal for the first time in 
over a year, having increased from an 
average of about 70 percent of normal 
during February to 150 percent during 
March. 

During March there was a general 
decrease in flow in the Northwest nd 
in the northern intermountain regions, 
but carry-over storage of last year, to- 
gether with water stored the past win- 
ter, is enough to assure satisfactory 
water supplies for present needs in the 
West. 

Stream flow in the middle Atlantic 
region increased from about 65 percent 
of normal during February to an aver- 
age of 115 percent of normal for March. 
In the southeastern and Gulf. states. 
above-normal rainfall produced large 
rises in stream flow, the flow of five rep- 
resentative streams averaging twice 
normal. Water stored in Tennessee Val- 
ley reservoirs increased greatly during 
the month; however, the total runoff of 
the Tennessee River at Knoxville for 
the past six months was only 49 percent 
of normal. 

As a result of two storms and above- 
normal temperatures, floods and exces- 
sive runoff were widespread in the 
lower Michigan peninsula. Runoff av- 
fraged about 135 percent of normal in 
the Wisconsin, Minnesota and Iowa 


area, and was about twice as great as 
last year. 


Western Conditions 


Stream flow in Idaho, Washington 
and Oregon during March was gener- 
ally below normal but not greatly dif- 
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ferent from that of a year ago. Runoff 
in the Southwest is about normal, but 
only a fraction of what it was last year 
when many streams reached record 
highs and much water was put into 
storage. The amount of snow in the 
upper Rio Grande Basin is reported to 
have increased during the month, but 
the total snow cover is below the av- 
erage of the past six or seven years. It 
would appear that spring runoff may 
be a little above normal because of fa- 
vorable ground-water conditions. Reser- 
voir storage in the Snake River is above 
normal and even a little greater than 
last year. Washington power reservoirs 
were drawn down because of heavy 
loads and a deficiency in natural stream 
flow which has now persisted for three 
consecutive months. On the other hand. 
storage in eastern Oregon’s McKay 
Reservoir has increased greatly during 
the past winter and is nearly full, al- 
most twice as much as last year. 


Municipal Plant to Supply 
Illinois Ordnance Works 


Springfield (Ill.) Water, Light and 
Power Department will supply the Ll- 
liopolis ordnance works—two ten-mil- 
lion-dollar war projects located 18 miles 
from the city—with 40,000,000 kw.-hr. 
a year, through an interconnection with 
the lines of private utility generating 
plants at the Central Illinois Light Co.’s 
substation 3 miles east of the city. 

Depending upon the capacity the 
government finally decides to install, 
the cost of the “tie-in” will run from 
$60,000 to $100,000 and will be borne 
by the government. Revenue from the 
new customers is expected to aid ma- 
terially cancellation of the city’s out- 
standing bond issue for the Lake Spring- 
field development and the Lake Side 
generating plant. 


Arkansas Cooperatives 
Form State Association 


Officials of seventeen Arkansas Rural 
Electrification Administration coopera- 
tives have filed incorporation papers 
for the Arkansas State Electric Coop- 
erative, Inc., Little Rock. Incorpora- 
tors are either superintendents or direc- 
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tors of the individual cooperatives. 
Thomas B. Fitzhugh, former chairman 
of the State Utilities Commission and 
attorney for the Ark-La Electric Co- 
operative, Inc., was named agent for 
the new firm. 

The day following its incorporation 
the association ran a two-column adver- 
tisement in the Arkansas Gazette repro- 
ducing two newspaper editorial advo- 
cating expenditure of tax funds on 
power dams on the White river. 


Ask Interconnection 
in Ohio Petition 


Joint application by the Ohio Public 
Service Co. and its wholly owned sub- 
sidiary, Ohio River Power, Inc., has 
been filed with the Federal Power Com- 
mission, asking permission to estab- 
lish temporary interconnections, in the 
interest of the war effort, with the 
Wheeling Electric Co., Ohio Power Co. 
and the Ohio Edison Co. Principal pur- 
pose of the application is to postpone, 
during the current shortage of critical 
materials, the construction of a 132,000- 
volt line, requiring 600 tons of copper, 
which would extend 75 miles from the 
new 50.000-kw. steam-generating sta- 
tion to be built at Dilles Bottom, Ohio, 
by Ohio River Power, Inc., to Ohio 
Public Service facilities near Alliance, 
Ohio. 

Temporary postponement of the line 
to Alliance may be made, the applica- 
tions says, if the new Dilles Bottom 
plant is interconnected with the 66,000- 
volt transmission systems of Wheeling 
Electric and Ohio Power extending 
from Wheeling to Moundsville, and if 
the Tidd plant of Ohio Power at Bril- 
liant, Ohio, is tied in with the existing 
66,000-volt system of Ohio Power north 
of the Windsor plant. It will also be 
necessary, the application continues, to 
construct about 16 miles of 132,000- 
volt transmission line in Ohio between 
the Tidd plant and the Toronto plant 
of Ohio Edison. 


Oklahoma G. & E. Official 
Heads Utilities Section 


F. J. Meyer, vice-president in charge 
of operation, Oklahoma Gas & Electric 
Co., was named chairman of the elec- 
tric light and power division of the 
Oklahoma Utilities Association at the 
closing session of the 24th annual con- 
vention last week in Oklahoma City. 

Panel discussions on operating, ac- 
counting, financial and tax matters, led 
by Mr. Meyer and O. L. Jones of Tulsa, 
brought to a close the two-day meet- 
ing, for which 300 were registered. 
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Missouri Utilities 
Group Elects Officers 


D. W. Snyder, Jr., president of the 
Missouri Power & Light Co., Jefferson 
City, Mo., was elected president of the 
Missouri Association of Public Utilities 
at the annual business meeting held in 
St. Louis last week. 

Other officers elected were: First 
vice-president, C. A. Semrad, St. Joseph 
Railway, Light, Heat & Power Co., St. 
Joseph; vice-president, J. F. 
Porter, Jr., Kansas City Power & Light 
Co., Kansas City; third vice-president, 
J. W. McAfee, Union Electric Co.. St. 


Louis. 


second 


Copper Shortage Halts 
Bonneville Line 


Postponement of work on the Pendle- 
ton-LaGrande power line in Oregon for 
the duration of the war because of a 
copper shortage has been announced 
by the Bonneville Administration. The 
project will not be undertaken unless 
establishment of war industries in the 
area should make it the 
announcement stated. 


advisable, 


Texas Power Pool 
Under Way 


Power resources of the Lower 
Colorado River Authority, the city of 
Austin, the Gulf States Utilities Co., 
Houston Lighting & Power Co., Central 
Power & Light Co. and San Antonio 
Public Service Co. will be merged into 
one pool, according to Max Starcke, 
general manager of the LCRA. The 
new power unit is being formed under 
<ne direction of the Federal Power 
Commission, Mr. Starcke added. 


REA Allots $1,300,000 
to Ark-La Co-operative 


Announcement has been made by 
the Department of Agriculture that the 
REA had made an additional allot- 
ment of $1,300,000 to the Ark-La Elec- 
tric Co-operative, Inc., of Homer, La., 
to complete construction of a trans- 
mission line to carry electric power 
to the government-financed aluminum 
plant being built in Arkansas. Con- 
struction of the line was authorized by 
the Arkansas Department of Public 
Utilities upon a directive by the War 
Production Board, which granted top 
priority for its construction. 

Work on the line started several 
weeks ago from funds available from 
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previous REA allotments of $3,200,000 
to the ‘cooperative. REA engineers 
said the line will be completed ahead 
of the aluminum plant. 


Tacoma Project Advances 


Unanimous consent of the Tacoma, 
Wash., City Council has been given 
for the immediate construction of the 
second Nisqually power development 
despite an estimated increase of 30 per- 
cent in cost over the original $11,000,- 
000 figure for which a bond issue has 
already been made. The new figure 
for estimated cost will total around $14.,- 
300,000, Commissioner O’Neil stated. 


MEETINGS 


Southeastern Meter Men's Association—Annual 
conference on meters and relays, Department 
of Electrical Engineering, University of Florida, 
Gainesville, Fla., May 4-8. Larry Hines, secre- 
tary, Florida Power & Light Co., Miami, Fla. 


Pennsylvania Electric Association — Electrical 
equipment committee, engineering section, 
Penn-Harris Hotel, Harrisburg, Pa., May 14-15; 
transmission and distribution committee, Penn- 
Harris Hotel, Harrisburg, Pa., May 21-22. A. B. 
Millar, managing director, State Street Bldg., 
Harrisburg, Pa. 

Northwest Electric Light and Power Association— 
Accounting and business practice section, Butte, 
Mont., May 21-22. Berkeley Snow, executive 
secretary, 418 Spalding Bldg., Portland, Ore. 


Previously Listed 


Association of Iron and Steel Engineers—Spring 
conference, Royal Connaught Hotel, Hamilton, 
Ontario, Canada, April 27-28. Brent Wiley, 
managing director, Empire Bldg., Pittsburgh, 
Pa. 

Chamber of Commerce of the United States— 
Annual meeting, Washington, D. C., April 
27-30. 


American Institute of Electrical Engineers — 
North Eastern District, Schenectady, N. Y., 
April 29-May |: summer meeting, Chicago, Ill., 
June 22-26. H. H. Henline, national secretary, 
33 West 39th St., New York, N. Y. 


National Electrical Manufacturers Association — 
Spring meeting, The Homestead, Hot Springs, 
Va., May 11-14. W. J. Donald, managing 
director, 155 E. 44th St., New York, N. Y 


National Fire Protection Association — Annual 
meeting Chalfonte-Haddon Hall, Atlantic City, 
N. J., May II-15. Robert S. Moulton, technical 
secretary, 60 Batterymarch St., Boston, Mass. 


National Electrical Wholesalers Association—An- 
nual convention, The Homestead, Hot Springs, 
Va., May 17-20. E. Donald Tolles, managing 
director, 165 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 


Arkansas Utilities Association — Annual conven- 
tion, Arlington Hotel, Hot Springs National 
Park, Ark., May 18-19. R. E. Ritchie, secretary, 
P. O. Box 551, Little Rock, Ark. 


Missouri Valley Electric Association—Accounting 
conference, Hotel Continental, Kansas City, 
Mo., May 21-22. |. D. Pettegrew, director, 
1527 Sharp Bldg., Lincoln, Neb. 


Pacific Coast Electrical Association—Annual con- 
vention, Fairmont Hotel, San Francisco, Calif., 
May 21-22. Victor W. Hartley, managing di- 
rector, Edison Bldg., Los Angeles, Calif. 


American Society of Mechanical Engineers—Semi- 
annual meeting, Statler Hotel, Cleveland, Ohio, 
June 8-10. C. E. Davies, national secretary, 
29 West 39th St., New York, N. Y. 


Canadian Electrical Association—Annual conven- 
tion, Seigniory Club, Que., June 10-12, B. C. 
Fairchild, secretary, 801 Tramways Bldg., Mont- 
real, Que. 


National District Heating Association — Annual 
meeting, Dayton Biltmore Hotel, Dayton, Ohio, 
June 11-12. John F. Collins, Jr., secretary- 
treasurer, 827 N. Euclid Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Public Utilities Advertising Association — Annual! 
convention, Hotel Commodore, New York, N. 
Y., June 21-24. E. N. Pope, secretary, Carolina 
Power & Light Co., Raleigh, N. C. 

American Society for Testing Materials—Annual 
meeting, Chalfonte-Haddon Hall, Atlantic City, 
N. J., June 22-26. R. E. Hess, assistant secre- 
tary, 260 S. Broad St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Army Engineers Near End 
of St. Lawrence Survey 


The St. Lawrence River district of 
the United States Engineer Corps will 
be discontinued as a separate area 
May 1, but will continue to operate as 
a subsidiary of New York City district 
headquarters under Col. A. B. Jones, 
St. Lawrence district engineer. 

The district office has nearly com- 
pleted a survey of the St. Lawrence 
River area for the proposed seaway 
and power development. Currently, it 
is supervising construction of the 70- 
mile federal transmission line from 
Taylorsville to Massena, N. Y., sched- 
uled for completion May 1. 

An $11,500,000 allocation approved 
by the Defense Plant Corp. for further 
work on this transmission line will 
probably be used to purchase rights- 
of-way and start construction of the 
New York City end of the line, Colonel 


Jones indicated. 
e 


Code Proposal Permits 
V.C. Armored Cable 


Varnished cambric, instead of rub- 
ber, will be recognized as a suitable 
insulation for the conductors of armored 
cable, if a proposal for a wartime 
emergency amendment to the 1940 Na- 
tional Electrical Code is approved. Let- 
ter ballots have been sent to members 
and alternates of the National Fire 
Protection Association electrical com- 
mittee by Alvah Small, chairman. 


Board Grants Rehearing 
on Service Contracts 


New York Public Service Commis- 
sion has granted a petition of Atlantic 
Utility Service Corp. for a rehearing 
upon a recent order of the commission 
which directed the company to cancel 
its service contracts with eight operat- 
ing companies of the Associated Gas 
& Electric System in New York State. 


Grand River Power Pool 
Arrangements Completed 


Arrangements have been completed 
for the power pool of Grand River 
Dam, Oklahoma Gas & Electric and 
Public Service of Oklahoma to serve 
the Lake Catherine, Ark., aluminum 
plant. 

Enlargement of three Grand River 
Dam substations will permit intercon 
nection of the project’s lines with those 
of the utility companies. The inter 
change power rates have not yet been 


decided. 
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Fit I Sab ola el 


E ¥ x sm *« Dark, dimly lighted property extends a standing 
‘ , : 4” invitation to the saboteur, asking him to enter at night 
and inflict his damage unhampered. 


Keep intruders out by illuminating your property 
with adequate protective lighting. In addition to dis- 
couraging attempts to invade property, protective light- 
ing makes it easy for guards to spot anyone approaching. 


> — Many industries are choosing either one or both of 
3 —--# these L-M Luminaires for their protective lighting: The 
¥ came L-M PRISMALITE or the L-M FRESNEL Luminaire. 

d ai |. The L-M PRISMALITE is the most effective general 
: : a P| | | purpose luminaire made. Using lamps up to 500 watts, 
- Ff Z Pa it controls the light direction and converts waste light to 
: se ; = useful purposes. The Prismalite is high in light output, 


permanent in efficiency and economical in maintenance. 
It is used equally well for fence lighting, area-way illum- 


ination and general lighting. 
? 


2. The L-M FRESNEL Luminaire is specifically designed 
ts . fi ; for fence lighting of properties in open areas. Its 180 


Pe degree Fresnel lens spreads a wide angle of light in the 


tic direction of approach to the property. Intruders are 
a J §= F prominently silhouetted and blinded by the glare of the 
ool lamp. Lamps up to 500 watts may be used. 
rat- . * . 
Cas ; ; 
a L-M can supply everything to make a complete protective 
lighting installation—Poles and Standards (Metal, Concrete, 
Wood) +» Cutouts + Insulating Ttan.formers + Protective 
-. || ancournn TERA Relays - Time Switches +» Suspensiou Brackets - Hardware 
ed : ; . 
L-M Lighting Engineers, from extensive studies and 
eted experience, will recommend the proper lighting for 
‘iver your requirements. See your L-M salesman, or 
and write Line Material Company, Milwaukee, Wis. 
erve 
num 
liver 
‘con 
hose 
nter- 
been 
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SAFETY IN WAR—"Safety. the America 
Public Service, was demonstrated recen 
workers in the electrical department of the 

ators, welder’s shields and fla 


LARGEST IN INDIANA—New boiler at the Harding Street plant of the Indianapolis Power & Light Co., 
which went into commercial operation recently, adds about 19,000 kw. to the utility's capacity by making 


the full 37,500 kw. available from the plant's new No. 3 unit, operated since last August on reduced rating. | 
New boiler burns 


powdered coal and 
is rated 400,000 Ib. 


of steam per hour IN 


at 875 psi., 900 deg. 
total temperature 


<< 


THREE ON THE 
LINE — Installed 
capacity at Grand 
Coulee Dam 
reached 344,000 kw. 
—roughly one-sixth 
of the ultimate — 
when the third 108,- 
000-kw. generator 
(shown here in the 
upper right - hand 
corner) recently 
went into commer- 
cial operation. (Two 
10,000-kw. units 
serve as house gen- 
erators.) War in- 
dustries, including 
existing and  pro- 
spective aluminum 
plants, will take 
practically all 
of the dam’s pres- 
ent output, being 
marketed by the 
Bonneville Admin- 
istration 





y.’ as practiced by employees of New Crleans 
this window display. Safety equipment used by 
y included heavy helmets, rubber clothing, respir- 
pxes, first-aid kits and all-rubber shoes 


British-Combine 


CONVERSION IN BRITAIN—Underground works are being converted into factories for aircraft 


production. In this drilling shop, already in production in what used to be a chalk mine, fluorescent 
lighting and air conditioning are both utilized 


SALVAGE—Scrap iron backlog of the nation will be boosted by more than 100 tons when disman- 
tling of three tall 
smokestacks on 
Northwestern Elec- 
tric Co.’s_ Lincoln 
generating plant is 
completed. The 167- 
ft. stacks became 
obsolete after in- 
stallation of _ in- 
duced - draft fans 
and cinder collec- 
tors 


< 


TRANSPORTATION 
PROBLEM — Niag- 
ara Hudson Power 
Corp. recently 
moved a 47 -ton, 
1812-ft. rotor 18 
miles from the rail- 
road station at 
Niagara Falls, 
N. Y., to its new 
4,687-kw. generat- 
ing station at Lock- 
port, N. Y. The real 
problem came at 
the end of the trip 
where the road into 
the station made a 
short but steep de- 
cline under a rail- 
road trestle. Road- 
way had to be 
deepened 3 ft. 
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UNITIZED switchgear saves up to 25 per cent of time usually 
consumed by custom-built switchgear in negotiations before 
ordering, and up to 20 per cent in special engineering after 
ordering. Chiefly responsible is the high degree of standardiza- 
tion effected in UNITIZED switchgear . . . How was it done? 


Out of the many widely differing ways of building switchgear, 
we selected the best way—a selection based on long experience 
in building all types of switchgear. For example, the many pieces 
of apparatus making up auxiliary control were standardized into 
basic UNITIZED designs. As a result, it was possible to standardize 
all drawings, tooling and stocks. And of even greater impor- 
tance, this standardization made possible for the first time 
a simplified chart which reduces ordering to two steps: 
1l— making a simple circuit diagram, and 2— specifying 
function. 

The maximum benefits from time saved by UNITIZED switchgear 
today are best reflected by on-schedule deliveries that aid con- 
struction and the man-hours released for national manu- 
facturing. J-60499 


Westinghouse 


UNITIZED Low-Voltage Air Metal- 
Enclosed Switchgear for circuits up to 
600 volts, 15 to 6,000 amperes; 15,000 
to 100,000 amperes interrupting capacity 











Output Holds 14% 
Increase Over 1941 


Electrical energy distributed by the 
electric light and power industry in the 
week ended April 18 amounted to 3,307,- 
700.000 kw.-hr., a gain of 14.2 percent 
over the corresponding week a year 
ago, according to the Edison Electric 
Institute. 

The drop in output over the preced- 
ing week was seasonal. The decrease 
was less than one-half of one percent 
and the margin over 1941 held at the 
14 percent level. 

While five of the 
major geographic regions also showed 
lower margins over 1941 in the week 
ended April 18, two increased their 

positions. In the Mid-Atlantic area, the 
rise to 13 percent over a year ago was 
the largest since the week ended Feb- 


country’s seven 


ruary 7. 


Weekly Output, Millions Kw-Hr. 
1942 194] 1940 


Apr. 18 3,308 Apr. |9 2,897 Apr. 20 2,529 
Apr. |! 3,321 Apr. 12 2,906 Apr. 13 2,530 
Apr. 4 3,349 Apr. 5 2,960 Apr. 6 2,494 
Mar. 28 3,346 Mar. 29 2,975 Mar. 30 2,524 
Mar. 21 3,357. Mar. 22 2,983 Mar. 23 2,508 
Mar. 14 3,357 Mar. I5 2,984 Mar. 16 2,550 
Mar. 7 3,392 Mar. 8 3,005 Mar. 9% 2,553 
Feb. 28 3,410 Mar. | 2,993 Mar. 2 2,568 
Feb. 2! 3,424 Feb. 27 2,986 Feb. 24 2,547 
Feb. 14 3422+ Feb. 15 2,976 Feb. 17 2,565 


Percent Change from Previous Year 














Week Ending 
Apr. 18 Apr. li Apr. 

New England +10.8 +-12.4 + 9.3 
Mid-Atlantic +13.0 + 9.7 + 9.0 
Central Industrial +11.6 +12,3 +-10.2 
West Central + 9.0 + 8.8 L115 
Southern States +18.1 +18.6 +14.8 
Rocky Mountain + 2.1 + 7.7 +13.3 
Pacific Coast +25.3 +26.4 +28,3 

Total United States 414.2 +-14.3 +13.1 


+ War-time began 


Billions of Kw.-Hr. 








Safe Harbor Utility 
Wins Rate Decision 


U. S. Supreme Court has refused to 
hear the appeal of the Federal Power 
Commission from the decision of the 
Federal Circuit Court of Appeals sit- 
ting at Philadelphia in the Safe Harbor 
Power Corp. rate case. By its action 
the high court in effect sustained the 
decision of the lower court, which had 
held that the Federal Power Commis- 


sion lacked power to fix interstate 
Wholesale rates on electric power. 

Th dispute arose when the commis- 
sion ordered a $350,000 annual reduc- 
tion in the wholesale rates of the Safe 
Harbor Power Corp.. which operates 
a hydro-electric plant near Lancaster, 
Pa, "he Safe Harbor company, owned 
by the Pennsylvania Water & Power 
Co | the Consolidated Gas, Electric 
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Light & Power Co. of Baltimore, sells 
its power wholesale to the Baltimore 
utility. 

In appealing from the Circuit Court 
decision, the FPC contended it had 
power to fix wholesale interstate rates 
in the absence of any finding that com- 
missions of various states were unable 


to agree on rates. 


Veto Tie-In Suggestion 


Wis., City Council has 
suggestion of the Federal 


Manitowoc, 
rejected a 
Power Commission that a power line 
be built connecting the municipal elec- 
tric utility and the Wisconsin Public 
The 
the Council re- 
would be 


Service Corp. as a war measure. 
utilities committee of 
that it 
provide a direct dual source of supply 


ports less costly to 
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from the city’s expanded electric utility 
to various local defense industries than 
to construct a line between the two 
utilities at an estimated cost of $80,000. 


Oklahoma Utility Adds 
Four Towns to System 


Service to four new communities dur- 
ing February and March has been an- 
nounced by R. K. Lane, president 
Public Service Co. of Oklahoma. 

In a vote of 1,129 to 875, citizens of 
Henryetta, Okla., voted the company a 
25-year franchise. Three other communi- 
ties—Allen, Calvin and Atwood—were 
acquired from the Central States Power 
& Light Corp. This move will not mean 
construction of any new lines, since the 
two systems have been interconnected 
for years. 
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Makes New Appointments 
in Electric Department 


In addition to the promotion of Don- 
ald C. Luce to the position of general 
manager, electric department, Public 
Service Electric & Gas Co., Newark, 
N. J. (Evectricat Wortp, April 18, 
page 74), the appointments of Watson 
F. Tait as assistant general manager 


W. R. La Motte 
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of the department, of William R. La 
Motte as general superintendent of 
electric generation and of Arthur R. 
Nelson as assistant general superin- 
tendent of electric distribution have 
also been announced. 

Following graduation from Lehigh 
University in 1924, Mr. Luce started 
with Public Service as a cadet engineer. 
In 1927 he was assigned to the com- 
pany’s Marion generating station, Jer- 
sey City, as test engineer. The follow- 
ing year he was transferred to the 
Kearny station in the same capacity 
and in 1929 was assigned to the gen- 
eral office in Newark as load schedule 
engineer. He was made chief engineer 
at Kearny station in 1935 and the fol- 
lowing year was named general super- 
intendent of electric generation, the 
position he occupied until his recent 
promotion. 

Mr. Tait also started with Public 
Service as a cadet engineer in 1922. 
After two years in the company’s elec- 
tric generation and distribution depart- 
ments he was assigned to the general 
office of the distribution department as 
an engineer and, in 1928, became as- 
sistant distribution engineer. He was 
promoted to assistant to the general 
superintendent of distribution in 1930 


W. F. Tait 
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and has ‘been assistant general super- 
intendent of distribution since 1938. 

Mr. La Motte, who succeeds Mr. 
Luce, has been with Public Service 
since 1914, and after serving in the 
electrical engineering department and 
the electric generation department he 
was made chief engineer of the Perth 
Amboy station in 1921, Marion station 
in 1925 and of Essex station in 1926. 
He has been assistant general superin- 
tendent of electric generation 
1941. 

Mr. Nelson has been with Public 
Service since 1920. Four years later 
he was made assistant superintendent 
of the Camden district and subse- 
quently assistant division superintend- 
ent of the southern division, electric 
distribution department. He was ap- 
pointed assistant transmission construc- 
tion engineer in 193], assistant division 
superintendent of Essex division in 
1934 and superintendent of that divi- 
sion six years later. 


since 


W. C. Buchanan Resigns 
As Allis-Chalmers Head 


W. C. Buchanan has resigned as 
president of the Allis-Chalmers Manu- 
facturing Co. because of ill health, but 
will remain a member of the board of 
directors and the executive committee. 
No successor will be chosen for the 
presidency until after the annual meet- 
ing on May 7. Mr. Buchanan recently 
underwent a series of operations. _ 

Walter Geist, formerly vice-pres! 
dent. was elected executive vice-pres 
ident at a meeting of the board. He 
has been with the company since 1909 
and has been a vice-president for sev 
eral years. 

z 


P Rosert G. Jounston has been ap 
pointed a member of the North Caro- 
lina Public Utilities Commission 
succeed the late Dr. Harry Tucker. 
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Oklahoma Gas Elects 
Kiley Vice-President 


Glenn C. Kiley, manager of the west- 
ern division of the Oklahoma Gas & 
Electric Co. since 1933, has been 
elected a vice-president of that com- 


pany. Mr. Kiley was connected with 





Blank & Stoller 


the rate and valuation department of 
the Byllesby Company in Chicago for 
several years before going to Okla- 
homa in 1923. Starting with Oklahoma 
Gas in that year, he served successively 
as accountant, traveling auditor, service 
manager, Oklahoma City district man- 
ager and in 1933 was made western 
division manager. 

Mr. Kiley served as president of the 
Oklahoma Utilities Association in 1939. 


> Carroii L. Proctor, president of the 
Toledo Edison Co.. was named salvage 
co-ordinator for Toledo, Ohio, at a 
meeting of War Production Board 
representatives with the local Chamber 
of Commerce. Mr. Proctor will spur the 
efforts being made to gather and move 
scrap metals to market. 


> Epwarp M. Baker, since 1923 pro- 
fessor of chemical engineering at the 
University of Michigan, has been 
elected president of the Electrochemical 
Society. Professor Baker has taken an 
active interest in the society, having 
served as vice-president and manager. 
He is particularly interested in the field 
of electrodeposition. His consulting 
practice has brought him into intimate 


contact with important 
probl ms, 


eletroplating 
>M. Wittiam Bray. formerly Lieuten- 
ant-Governor of the state of New York, 
has been appointed by Governor Leh- 
man io a vacancy on the state Public 
Service Commission. The nomination 
was immediately confirmed by the Sen- 
ate. The vacancy occurred recently 
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when George R. Lunn of Schenectady 
retired from the board (ELECTRICAL 
Wortp, April 18, page 122). The ap- 
pointment is for the remainder of Mr. 
Lunn’s term—three years. 


New England Power 
Names Six Vice-Presidents 


Six managers of utility properties 
operating in the New England Power 
Association system north of Boston 
have been elected vice-presidents. Their 
direction of company operations will 
continue as before. 

Clarence A. Mayo. Salem Electric 
Lighting Co.; Harry C. Hitchcock, Mal- 
den Electric: Charles B. Hodgson, 
Beverly Gas & Electric; Alfred F. 
Gardella. Suburban Gas & Electric, of 
Revere; Walter L. Brown, Jr., Glouces- 
ter Electric, and Carroll E. Haseltine, 
Haverhill Electric. hold the new titles. 
Mr. Mayo. also manager of the Eastern 
Massachusetts Electric Co., has been 
with the north Boston group since 1910: 
Mr. Gardella joined the Suburban 
company in 1911 and Mr. Hitchcock 
entered the Malden company in 1913. 
Mr. Hodgson took a post at Beverly in 
1915, Mr. Haseltine became a Haver- 
hill employee in 1906 and Mr. Brown's 
service at Gloucester dates back to 1915. 


OBITUARY 


> Frank J. Rearvon, president of the 
New Jersey Public Utilities Commis- 
sion, died on April 14, as the result of 
heart attack. In 1934 Gov. A. Harry 
Moore appointed Mr. Reardon to fill 
an unexpired term on the commission. 
and later reappointed him to a full 
term of six years. Mr. Reardon became 
president of the commission in 1941. 
succeeding the late Harry Bacharach. 


> Dr. Cuarces F. Harpinc, head of 
the school of electrical engineering at 
Purdue University since 1908, died sud- 
denly in his office on April 13. He was 
60 years old. Dr. Harding had also 
served as director of the Purdue elec- 
trical laboratories. He was a recog- 
nized authority in the radio and tele- 
vision fields and was well known for 
his appraisal amd consulting engineer- 
ing work. A native of Fitchburg, Mass., 
and a graduate of Worcester Polytech- 
nic Institute, he spent five years in 
industry and one year teaching at Cor- 
nell University before joining the Pur- 
due staff. Dr. Harding had served as 


national vice-president of the Society 
for the Promotion of Engineering Edu- 
cation, vice-president of the American 
Institute of Electrical Engineers, and 
president of the Indiana Engineering 
Society. 
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Percy C. Idell 


Percy Child Idell, 63, New England 
manager for the Babcock & Wilcox 
Co. for many years and one of the 
most prominent figures in power plant 
engineering circles in the northeast, 
died suddenly, at his home in Brook- 
line. Mass.. on April 13. Mr. Idell 
was born in Hoboken, N. J., and was 
graduated from Stevens Institute of 
Technology in 1899. Shortly after 
graduation he went to work for the 
B & W company and spent his entire 
business career in its service. For a 


time he was located in the New York 
district, later going to Boston, where 





he made his headquarters until the 
close of his career. He was a life 
member of the American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers and treasurer of 
the Engineers Club of Boston. 


> Morris 5S. 
general manager of the Elwell-Parker 
Electric Co. of Cleveland, died in Or- 
lando. Fla.. on March 17. He was 76 
Mr. Towson developed and 
patented many practical basic features 
which were incorporated in power in- 
dustrial trucks. 


P Wittiam A. Durcin, formerly man- 
ager of industrial relations and director 
of public relations of the Common- 
wealth Edison Co., Chicago, died on 
March 18. He retired from active duty 
in 1935 after 30 years of service. En- 
tering the testing department in 1904, 
Mr. Durgin became assistant to chief 
testing engineer in 1913 and five years 
later was appointed lighting assistant to 
Vice-President Louis A. Ferguson. In 
1921 he left the company to take charge 
of the division of simplified practice 
under Herbert Hoover, then Secretary 
of Commerce. He returned to Common- 
wealth Edison as director of public 
relations in 1924 and became manager 
of industrial relations in 1931. 


Towson, president and 


years old. 
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Agency Buying Shifted 
to Negotiated-Bid Basis 


Change in federal purchasing policy, applied first to Bureau of Recla- 
mation, gives Treasury's Procurement Division authority to 
buy on new basis, instead of on advertised open bids 


Purchasing of electrical equipment, 
machinery and lumber for the Bureau 
of Reclamation, including that used in 
power project construction work, is be- 
ing shifted to the Treasury Department 
Procurement part of the 
development of centralized Government 
buying policies. 


Division as 


officials state that all new 
purchase offers will be handled through 
the procurement personnel, but bureau 
personnel will liquidate offers and bids 
which are still outstanding. The new 
arrangement applies to all purchases 
of electrical equipment in excess of 
$500, all purchases of machinery of any 
kind in excess of $300 and all purchases 
of lumber. 


Bureau 


The shift will also mean a change in 
procurement policies as applied to 
equipment for Reclamation projects. 
Procurement Division buys on a_ne- 
gotiated bid basis rather than an adver- 
tised open bid basis. In the former 
procedure, selected concerns are invited 
to submit offers after which procure- 
ment negotiates contracts with one or 
more of the concerns, not necessarily 
the one submitting the lowest offer. Pur- 
pose of this system is to permit spread- 
ing of government work among smaller 
concerns not so clogged with war work. 

Procurement’s Division’s entrance 
into the electrical equipment, machinery 
and lumber fields was initiated several 
weeks ago when a notice was sent to all 
Federal departments informing them 
of the plan. Acceptance is compulsory 
but the agencies have been given time 
to rearrange their operations to fit into 
the procedure. 

Reclamation 


Fed- 


becomes the first 


18 (1446) 


eral power construction agency to come 
under the plan. Bonneville Administra- 
tion has been temporarily, at least, ex- 
empted by formal action and Tennessee 
Valley Authority, as a semi-autonomous 
corporation, is not compelled to join 
the buying pool. Rural Electrification 
Administration, of 
equipment. 


course, buys no 


Blaw-Knox Reports 
Record Backlog 


\s a result of the constantly expand- 
ing war production program, the Blaw- 
Knox Co. began the second quarter of 
this year with the largest backlog of 
unfilled orders in its history, William 
P. Witherow, president, reported at the 
recent annual meeting of stockholders 
in Camden, N. J. 


G.E.’s 1942 War Output 
Put at Billion Dollars 


General Electric expects to produce 
a billion dollars worth of highly diver- 
sified war materials during 1942, 
Charles E. Wilson, president, announced 
this week. That this goal may reason- 
ably be achieved was indicated by the 
fact that last month’s output was at an 
annual rate of $860,000.000. This per- 
formance, Mr. Wilson pointed out, has 
been achieved without the benefit of 
new plants not yet in operation and 
without complete use of recently added 
facilities. 

The G.E. president “repeated for the 
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record” the offer to make available any 
of General Electric’s designs and tech- 
niques that may be required for the 
Army or the Navy, for manufacturing 
by others, for the duration of the war, 
whether patented or unpatented. 


Substitute Metals 
for ‘42 Light Bulbs 


Substitute materials to replace vital 
war metals will be used in the produc- 
tion of. light bulbs during the coming 
year, A. E, Snyder, assistant general 
manager of the Westinghouse Elec. & 
Mfg. Co., Lamp Division, announced 
this week. 

While consumers will be limited to a 
smaller selection of lamp bulb sizes 
and types, the supply of incandescent 
lamps will continue to be adequate for 
the present, Mr. Snyder said. All ci- 
vilian lamp bulbs in the 10-watt to 300- 
watt sizes and most industrial lamps 
will have iron instead of brass bases 
this year, he revealed. To 
corrosion, these bases will be 
with a thin coating of brass. 

Substitution of iron bases and other 
conservation measures now being put 
into effect will save approximately two 
million pounds of brass a year. Nearly 
all nickel consumption for lamp manu- 
facturing has already been eliminated 
by the use of nickel-plated iron wire. 
Use of tin has been cut by 50 percent 
and will be reduced even further in the 
coming weeks. 


prevent 
coated 


Bailey Meter Co. Adds 
to Engineering Staff 


Increased demands for metering and 
control equipment to speed production 
in war industries has necessitated an 
enlargement of Bailey Meter Co.'s field 
engineering staff. 

The following engineers have recently 
been assigned to field duty: J. T. Elder 
and J. E. Wood to Atlanta, J. FE. Lup- 
1942 
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pold to Seattle. E. P. Nye to Buffalo, 
R. B. Pogue to Milwaukee, W. D. Hil- 
born to Houston, J. J. Haslam to Kan- 
sas City, J. J. Wilber to Cleveland, 
C. E. Hicks to New York. J. R. Powell 
to Pittsburgh, S. G. Dukelow to Denver, 
R. V. Johnson to Chicag». W. D. Robin- 
son to Boston and C. C. Holtzman to 
Philadelphia. 


Electrical Orders 
Hit New High 


Mounting demand for war materials 
lifted the total volume of new orders 
placed with manufacturers to unprece- 
dented heights during February, accord- 
ing to the report issued by the U.S. 


1939 1940 


rd 





ELECTRICAL MACHINERY INDICES of 
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce 


Department of Commerce. The depart- 
ment’s index of new orders jumped 
from 268 in January to a record 314. 
The heavy concentration of new orders 
in durable goods industries which has 
featured the drive from the beginning 
of the war continued at an accelerated 
pace in February. The index for elec- 
trical machinery orders, the depart- 
ment reports, jumped almost 100 points 
to 433. For February, 1941, the index 
was reported at 303. 

Following the upward trend which 

characterized manufacturers shipments 
generally, the electrical machinery ship- 
ments index advanced to 299 in Febru- 
ary from 249 in January. In February, 
1941. the index stood at 205. 
_ The value of electrical machinery 
inventories during February registered 
only a slight rise—to 249.8 from 243.9 
in January. In February, 1941, the index 
stood at 156.1. 
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Field Reports on Business 


War orders continue at high volume and cover a wide diversification of elec- 
trical equipment. Construction of building facilities for war work include a 
substantial amount of wiring supplies and lighting equipment. With few elec- 
tric refrigerators available, reconditioning has become a brisk business. 


NEW ENGLAND 


A prominent New England central sta- 
tion is enlarging its coal storage facilities. 
General Electric motors and contro] are 
being used to drive the handling machin- 
ery. War orders continue at a good rate 
and cover a wide diversification in elec- 
trical equipment. Small motor sales to 
machine tool manufacturers are now pretty 
definitely stabilized for some lines and 
deliveries are being met satisfactorily. 
Electric cable and wire bookings are in 
good volume; government demands for 
radio frequency transmission line cable, 
copper wire, and materials for field mes- 
sage transmission are encouraging. Coliyer 
Insulated Wire Co. recently booked an 
electric cable order amounting to more 
than $700,000. Panelboards, capacitors, and 
switching apparatus are moving well in 
the industrial area. 

Authorization for the construction of 
building facilities for war workers in areas 
engaged in defense production amounted 
to $1,952,597 for March and_ included 
good volumes of wiring supplies, lighting 
equipment, and small pumping units. 

As a result of curtailment of oil sup- 
plies, a return to mechanical stokers and 
coal burning is in sight in industries and 
housing projects, a move that should effect 
some sales of small motors and automatic 
control apparatus. Plans for a $4,000,000 
housing project in South Boston, in which 
972 units have been provided for, include 
four mechanical stokers and regulators for 
coal burning, provisions for some major 
electric appliances, and wiring for do- 
mestic lighting. 

Announcement of plans to make this 
area an important training district for navy 
details has been followed by government 
orders for welders. Wentworth Institute, 
Boston, placed an order last week for six 
150-amp. G.E. units and a short time ago 
Westinghouse placed ten 200-amp. weld- 
ers in suburban Boston schools. As a re- 
sult of black-out trials many towns in 
eastern Massachusetts have been obliged 
to revamp their siren signal systems and 
add more units. 


CHICAGO 


Despite priorities and further restric- 
tions of civilian goods manufacture, indus- 
trial production in this district moved at 
an accelerated pace last week. The number 
of businesses being brought into the war 
production field is increasing each week. 
These rapid conversions to war work 
coupled with the many new factories being 
completed indicates a steady rise in busi- 
ness and income for this area. 

Surprisingly enough residential construc- 
tion in Chicago and suburbs during March 
showed an increase over the same month 
last year. The drastic action taken by WPB 
in virtually halting all non-essential build- 
ing will undoubtedly change the picture 
considerably within the next few weeks. A 
$15,000,000 private construction program 
for war housing units has been planned 
for this area, with the majority of dwell- 
ings coming in the $4,800 or under classi- 
fication. 

Manufacturers report the heavy demand 
for electrical equipment continues un- 
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abated. Inquiry reveals that the majority 
of electrical contractors are still well sup- 
plied with materials. There are compara- 
tively few electric refrigerators available 
with the result that reconditioning and 
sale of old units has become a brisk busi- 
ness. Electric range installations continue 
in good volume and the demand for small 
appliances is rapidly depleting wholesalers 
and dealers stocks. 


NEW YORK 


Business activity continues to expand 
in most quarters. The material stepping-up 
of all war work is being reflected in elec- 
tric output, steel production and car load- 
ings. 

While recent restrictions will diminish 
the volume of new private construction 
during the next few months; building will 
be maintained at a high level because of 
the tremendous demands of the war pro- 
eram. Private construction last week was 
20 percent under last year, according to 
Engineering News-Record. Total engineered 
construction volume for the week, $148,- 
577,000, was up 124 percent compared 
with the corresponding 1941 week, but 
was 40 percent below the high volume of 
the preceding week. 

As the result of the 60-day limitation 
on stocks recently imposed by WPB., 
buying of electric appliances from whole- 
salers is beginning to switch from the 
large retailers to the smaller stores. 

The volume of dividend payments in 
the first quarter showed only a slight reces- 
sion from last year, according to a bulle- 
tin issued by the N. Y. Stock Exchange. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Pacific Gas & Electric Co. is making 
its stocks of major electrical appliances, 
if any, available to dealers in its territory 
who have bona fide orders unobtainable 
from their regular source of supply. Whole- 
salers and dealers are working actively 
to sell their fluorescent fixture stocks prior 
to June 1 freezing order; though a large 
volume of present business will comply 
with the new A-2 priority regulation. 

Recent industrial developments include 
preliminary contracts for $16,000,000 man- 
ganese plant at Las Vegas, Nev.; a $4,000,- 
000 addition to Douglas Aircraft at Santa 
Monica; Joshua Hendy plant expansion 
at Sunnyvale, Calif., to handle a second 
$50,000 marine turbine engine contract, 
and many scattered food plant additions, 
such as sugar beet elevators in Central 
Valley and a projected $1,000,000 food 
factory at Halfmoon Bay on central Cali- 
fornia coast. 

Recent orders include 115- and 196-kv. 
disconnect switches for Bonneville, value 
$224,050, Railway & Industrial Engineer- 
ing Co. being low bidder: $46,887 Westing- 
house distribution transformers for Bonne- 
ville system substations; 144 kitchen ven- 
tilating fans for Camp Roberts, Calif.; 
$85,000 each Pennsylvania and Allis-Chal- 
mers transformers for Tacoma municipal 
system, and $82,636 poles for Ampere sub- 
station. The outstanding orders are both 
for Bonneville: $783,513 for 2} million 
feet of wire and $200,750 for two 20,000- 
kva. condensers. 
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Utility Stocks Drop; Bonds Hold Firm 


PRICE TRENDS OF 


ELECTRIC UTILITY 


SECURITIES 


1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 1939 1940. 1941 Jan. — May June 


There were few changes in utility stock and bond prices during the past week. 
“Electrical World” stock index dipped to 17.1 from 17.3 the previous week; last year, 
24.0. Bonds remained at 102.3; last year, 106.0 


FINANCIAL BRIEFS 


Virginia Public Service Co. has sub- 
mitted to the SEC a voluntary plan for 
simplification of its corporate. structure 
which calls for reduction of the capital- 
ization of the holding company to a 
one-stock, common share basis. The 
plan would involve the issue of $36.- 
500,000 of new securities. 


APPLICATION OF Standard Power & Light 
Co. for permission to withdraw its volun- 
tary plan of reorganization filed under Sec- 
tion 11(E) of the Public Utility Holding 
Company Act has been approved by the 
SEG. 

BonspricHt & Company will suspend 
their investment banking business on April 
30 “for the duration.” A majority of their 
partners and a number of their employees 
are now engaged or are planning shortly 
to engage in various forms of the war 
effort. The firm became interested in the 
development of the electric power and 
light industry at a time when it was be- 
ginning its rapid expansion, and, ever 
since, the various firms which have oper- 
ated under the Bonbright name have had 
a leading part in the financing of electric 
companies. 


EASTERN SHorE Pustic Service Co. of 
Maryland has applied to the FPC for au- 
thorization to acquire the assets of the 
Delmarva Power Co. as “part of and inci- 


dental to a program looking toward the 
merger or consolidation of Eastern Shore 
of Delaware and its Maryland subsidiaries 
into a single corporation.” 


Seeks to Issue Bonds 


Authorization of a $2,000,000 bond 
issue to finance part of the cost of ex- 
panding the electrical system of Indian- 
apolis Power & Light Co. was sought 
recently in a petition filed with the 
state Public Service Commission. Pro- 
posed issue is of first mortgage bonds, 
3 percent series, due in 1970. 


New Utility Offerings 
Total $178,571,490 


New issues of electric light and power 
companies during the month of March 
amounted to $54,572,100, compared 
with $31,000,000 in February and $87,- 
560,300 in March, 1941. 

This total brought the new utility 
financing for the first quarter of the 
current year to $178,571,490, compared 
with $271,941,300 for the similar period 
of 1941. 


Utility Head Asks SEC 
to Wave “Bid” Ruling 


Robert A. Gallagher, president of 
Public Service Co. of Indiana, urged 
the Securities and Exchange Commis- 
sion at a recent hearing to act favor- 
ably on the company’s application to 
sell privately at face value $4,000,000 
principal amount of first mortgage 
bonds, series D, 334 percent, due 1971, 
to four insurance companies. Mr. Gal- 
lagher mentioned market conditions, 
war conditions and the effect upon the 
credit of the company if it failed again 
to receive bids in request for such 
tenders. 

He pointed out that on the $42,000.- 
000 bonds which the company orig- 
inally proposed to issue and on which 
it advertised for bids,.no bids were re- 
ceived. 


Will Ask Bids on Loan 


Public Service Electric & Gas Co., 
Newark, N. J., a subsidiary of the Pub- 
lic Service Corp. of New Jersey, has 
informed the Securities and Exchange 
Commission that it has abandoned a 
plan to sell $15,000,000 of first and 
refunding mortgage 3 percent bonds due 
in 1972 to seven life insurance com- 
panies and instead would offer the is- 
sue at competitive bidding. 


Utility Reports 


Net Income 
1942 1941 


$572,634 


6;140,527 
465, 658 
2,379,428 
49,276 

1 359,802 
397,620 
468,257 


*California Electric Power 
and sub. . ; ee 
*Cons. Gas, Elec. Lt. & Pwr. 
(Balti.) and ‘sub 
tEl Paso Electric (Texas). 
tGulf States Utilities. . 
tKey West Electric... eats 
tMinnesota Power & Light.... 
tMississippi Power & Light... 
*Northwestern Electric 
tPuget Sound Power & Light 
and subs. ...... cae 
tSavannah Electric & Power.. 
tSuperior Water, Lt. & Pwr.. 
tTexas Power & Light 
tVirginia Electric & Power... 


$757,650 


1,897,527 
81,760 
1,646,034 
487,92! 
505,91 | 


1,933,410 
341,473 
108,253 

1,966,673 

4,080,603 


2,681,610 
420,62! 
83,385 
1,630,973 
3,820,307 


*Twelve months ended February 28. 
tTwelve months ended January 31. 


New Issues of Electric Light and Power Securities in March 


Name of 


Company 


Amount Offered 
(Par Value) to 


Louisville Trans $3 
mission Corp 

Penn. Elec 32,500,000 
Co 3,409,000 


850,000 | Placed privately 


Public 
Public 
Union Elex 
Co. (Mo.) 
Philadelphia 
Elec Co 


000.000 Public 


. $22,100 


Total 


20 (1448) 


Placed privately. 


Period 


(years) Class 


| - 7 » 
| Ist mtge. sinking fund bonds 


Ist mtge. bonds 
Cum. pref. stock, series A. 


| 


| Pref. stock 
loans 
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Pia ; 
Ist mtge. and coll. trust bonds} Construction..... . css) oe 


Per Cent 


| Interest | 
Yield 


Rate 


| 100 | (3.125 


' 


Purpose Price 


Construction. . . 


.| 3% 


| Refunding and pay bank note| 33% 
| Additions....... 


| 103% | 
103.75 | 


-| 5.10 


10974 


.| Reduction of short-term bank| 1.40 110 
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634 


527 
658 
428 
276 


820 
257 


4l0 
473 
253 
673 
603 


ent 


id 


0 


942 


Edison General Electric 
Acquires Large Plant 


Edison General Electric Appliance 
Co., Chicago, Ill., has concluded ar- 
rangements for purchase of local plant 
of Midland Terra Cotta Co., 54th Ave- 
nue and Sixteenth Street, Cicero dis- 
trict. It consists of a group of seven 
buildings, totaling about 80,000 sq.ft. 
of floor space, situated on a tract of 
approximately 181% acres, and was se- 
cured for approximately $225,000. 

Edison will take over the property 
at once and improve for early occupancy 
for a new plant. Machinery and pro- 
duction facilities will provide employ- 
ment for about 1,500 persons. 


Clark Equipment Enters 
Electric Truck Field 


Announcement of the entry of Clark 
Tructractor Division of Clark Equip- 
ment Co., Battle Creek, Mich., into the 
electric industrial truck field was made 
at a sales meeting held recently at the 
company’s eastern offices in Jersey City, 
N. J. 

At the meeting the Clark tilting and 
tiering fork trucks, now available with 
battery power. were demonstrated. 
Engineers representing manufacturers 
of electrical equipment, batteries and 
charging equipment, discussed tech- 
nical operating problems with the sell- 
ing organization. 


Receive Service Awards 


Nearly 6,000 employees of Allis- 
Chalmers Manufacturing Co. recently 
received certificates and emblems of 
service, ranging from 10 to more than 
0 years, according to Lee H. Hill, vice- 
president in charge of industrial rela- 
tions. Of these employees 41 had 50 
or more years of service and were pre- 
sented with diamond-studded pins by 
ofhcials of the company. There were 
155 employees with 40 years of service, 
690 in the 30-year group, 1,477 who 
have been employed 20 years or more 
and 3.515 who have served at least 
10 years, 


Builds Line to Shipyards 


Northwestern Electric Co. recently 
Placed in servicé a one-mile, $14,000, 
l-kv. feeder line from its Lincoln gen- 
trating station directly to the Commer- 
cial Iron Works shipyards, whose power 
load has expanded 167 percent. The 


= wil! also serve the Western Steel 
ne (o.: provision has been made 
lor an 


ernate source of supply. 
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Sales Opportunities 


SAVANNAH, Ga.—Savannah Electric & 
Power Co., plans new 13,000-volt trans- 
mission line from local Riverside gener- 
ating station to plant of Southeastern 
Shipbuilding Corp. on waterfront, close 
to four miles, where connection will be 
made with new distribution substation for 
power supply for yard. Line will be in- 
stalled underground for about one-half 
distance noted. Work will begin soon. 


Moscow, Ilowa—First Iowa Hydro-Elec- 
tric Corp., 210 Walnut Building, Musca- 
tine, lowa, Harry J. Stevens, manager, will 
have hearing before Federal Power Com- 
mission, Washington, D. C., May 18, on 
application for permission to construct 
and operate new hydroelectric generating 
station on Cedar River, near Moscow. 
Project will include power dam, designed 
to impound about 11,000 acres of land for 
artificial lake; hydroelectric generating 
station, transmission lines, power substa- 
tions and switching stations, and auxiliary 
structures. Entire project is estimated to 
cost close to $14,000,000. Burns & McDon- 
nell Engineering Co., 107 West Linwood 
Boulevard, Kansas City, Mo., is consult- 
ing engineer. 


WENATCHEE, WasH.—Ohio Ferro Alloy 
Corp., Canton, Ohio, manufacturer of 
ferromanganese, ferrosilicon and_ other 
ferroalloys, plans installation of motors 
and controls, transformers and _ acces- 
sories, switchgear, electric conduits, power 
wiring, industrial lighting system, electric 
hoists, conveyors and other equipment in 
new mill in vicinity of Wenatchee for pro- 
duction of ferrosilicon and magnesium for 
government. Plant will comprise several 
large one and multi-story processing and 
production units, and will be completely 
electrified. Power supply will be secured 
from lines of Bonneville transmission sys- 
tem, with connection to new power sub- 
station to be constructed on plant site; a 
number of smaller transformer substations 
will be built. Plant will have an_ initial 
connected load of about 25,000-kw.. and is 
reported to cost in excess of $10.000.000. 
Financing will be vrovided by Defense 
Plant Corporation, Washington, D. C., a 
federal agency. Work is scheduled to begin 
at early date. 


Stites, Wis._-Wisconsin-Michigan Power 
Co., Appleton, Wis., has secured permis- 
sion from State Public Service Commis- 
sion for construction of new 10,000-kva. 
power substation at Stiles, for increased 
power supply for industrial service in that 
area. Certain transformers and accessorv 
equipment will be removed from present 
substation at Appleton for installation in 
new station at Stiles: replacements will 
be carried out at Appleton unit with new 
equipment of higher rating. A new 33,.000- 
volt transmission line will be built from 
hydro-electric power plant of company 
at Oconto Falls to Stiles, close to eight 
miles, for power supply for station. En- 
tire project is estimated to cost about 
$115,000. Work will be carried out soon. 


AMARILLO, TeEx.--War Department. Con- 
stitution Avenue and Twentieth Street, 
Washington, D. C., has approved construc- 
tion of new Air Corps training schools 
in vicinity of Amarillo and Greenville. 
Tex., respectively. Each will consist of a 
series of steel hangars, machine and me- 
chanical shops, storage and general serv- 
ice buildings, administration — building, 
barracks and miscellaneous structures. A 
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power substation will be built at each 
school, with electric distribution system 
and facilities for light and power service, 
including underground lighting system in 
certain areas; an airfield lighting system 
will be installed. Motors and controls, 
switchgear, conveyors and other equipment 
will be installed for shop and industrial 
service. Each school is estimated to cost 
in excess of $5,000,000. Both projects will 
be in charge of United States Engineer 
district office at Denison, Tex. 


Co.umsus, On1o—Department of Pub- 
lic Service, City Hall, Grover Clements, 
director, plans extensions in power plant 
at waterworks station, including installa- 
tion of additional generating equipment, 
two new boiler units, motor-driven high- 
lift and low-lift pumping machinery, and 
auxiliary equipment. Work will be car- 
ried out in connection with general ex- 
pansion in water system, entire project 


estimated to cost close to $1,000,000. 


PuitapeLpuiA, Pa.— Pennsylvania Salt 
Mfg. Co., Widener Building, manufacturer 
of industrial chemicals, plans installation 
of motors and controls, transformers and 
accessories, switchgear, electric conduits, 
power wiring, industrial lighting system, 
conveyors and other equipment in new 
plant in vicinity of city {exact location 
withheld), for production for government. 
A power substation is planned, with cen- 
tral station connection. Entire project will 
cost about $1,750,000, with financing pro- 
vided by Defense Plant Corporation, 
Washington, D. C., a federal agency. Day 
& Zimmermann, Inc., Packard Building, 
Philadelphia, consulting engineer, will be 
in charge of design and _ construction. 
Work is scheduled to begin at early date. 


Kineman, Ariz.—Bureau of Reclamation, 
Denver, Colo., receives bids until May 25 
for five 62,200-hp.,. vertical-shaft, hydraulic 
turbines, and five oil-pressure, actuator- 
type governors, with pumping equipment, 
for regulating speed of turbines, for in- 
stallation in Davis power plant, Davis 
dam project, vicinity of Kingman, Ari- 
zona-Nevada (Specifications 1033). Also, 
until May 26 for five 45,000-kva., 13,800- 
volt, three-phase, 60-cycle, vertical-shaft, 
a.c. generating units for installation in 
same station for turbines noted (Specifica- 
tions 1034). Equipment in both cases will 
be installed by government. 


Lexincton, Nes.—Dawson County Pub- 
lic Power District, Lexington, plans early 
extensions in primary and secondary lines 
in parts of Dawson County, including 
service facilities. 


Mosite, Ata.—United States Engineer 
Office, Mobile, receives bids until May 8 
for installation of night lighting system 
at airfield, including basic field lights, 
runway contact lights, beacon tower, trans- 
former vault and other lighting facilities 
(Invitation No. 569-42-599). 


MEADVILLE, Pa.—Pennsylvania Electric 
Co., Johnstown, Pa., plans extensions in 
transmission line from Meadville, where 
connection will be made with power sub- 
station on Morgan Street, to point near 
Geneva (Crawford County), close to nine 
niles. Cost estimated over $30,000. 


Stockton, Mo.—-Sac-Osage Electric Co- 
operative, Inc., Stockton, has preliminary 
surveys under way for proposed hydro- 
electric power plant on Sac River. Esti- 
mates of cost will be made soon. 
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EW EQUIPMENT 


Watt-hour Meter 


New line of switchboard watt-hour meters 
for industrial and central station use is 
available for metering the various combina- 


tel 
2 os 2 
ebsbshs 
a AZ hs gs 


n 
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Type CB switchboard watt-hour meter 
mounting styles, flush, projection and de 
plug-in. Westinghouse Elec. & 
East Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Tacnabie or 


Mfg. Co., 


tions of single-phase and polyphase power. 
Detachable models can be readily removed 
for inspection and test without interrupt- 
ing the circuit. Calibration adjustments 
are accessible from the front when molded 
glass covers are removed. 


Lighting Unit 


King Night lighting 
available with egg-crate louvers or diffusing 
glass bottor Edwin F. Guth Co., 2615 
Washington St., St. Louis, Mo. 


When used with company’s Trucolite, 
eggcrate louvers are said to permit strong 
downlight with comfortable shielding at all 
normal angles of vision. Glass shield is 
prismed glass which diffuses and transmits 
light vet presents a low-surface brightness. 


nite 


Tiuorescent 


Lamp Puller 


Tool for removing and replacing defec- 
tive street lamps is made of laminated 
plastic said to be of high dielectric 


A. B. Chance Co., 


strength, providing definite protection 
against contact with live circuit. It has a 
special grooved gripper which holds lamp 
firmly, it is claimed, without depending 
entirely on the grip of the operator. 


Welder 


Revers-O-Charge'’ capacitor weld unit; rat- 


ng depends on capacitor load, available 
for 230/460 volts, three-phase, 60 or 50 or 25 
cycles. Weltronic Corp., East Outer Drive, 
Detroit, Mich, 


Capacitor-discharge welder is designed 
for partial recharging of condenser by col- 
lapse of field or welding transformer after 
each weld. Peak current at start of charge 
is limited, in addition to partial re-charge 
of condensers, by a high secondary leakage 
reactance and a separate external current 
limiting device. Condensers cannot be dis- 
charged until exact (plus or minus 2 per- 
cent) predetermined voltage has been 
reached. Condenser discharge is through 
ignitron tubes. 


Filter 


Added to the company’s line of  per- 
manent magnet type of filters is a unit of 


i 7 
Permanent } 
Magnets No 


Model 'PQ-6'' FerroFilter; capacity 200 gpm., 
pipe size connection 3 in., height 15 5/8 in. 
S. G. Frantz Co., Inc., 161 Grand St., New 
York, N. Y. 


greater capacity. It is said to be especially 
adapted to removal of fine iron and steel 


particles from circulating coolant and 
lubricating oil systems. 


BUYING ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT?— 
McGraw-Hill’s Electrical Buyers Reference 
is a convenient place to look first for 
manufacturers’ product data, names and 
addresses. 


ELECTRICAL 


Auto-transformers 


Line of variable-voltage auto-transformers 
has a circular core of spaced turns, wound 
from low-loss silicon-steel strip to provide 
the magnetic circuit, to which input cir. 


Variable-voltage autotransformer; illustrated 
unit, rating 0.675 kva., 50/60 cycles, output 
2.5 amp. at 230-volt input, 0.9 amp. at 1!/5- 
volt input. General Electric Co., Schenec- 
tady, N. Y. 


cuit is connected. Connection to output 
circuit provided by a carbon brush kept 
in contact with non-insulated portion of 
inside winding. By changing position of 
brush, output voltage is said to vary uni- 
formly without interrupting load current. 


Tap Changer 


“Straight-Line’’ tap changer. 
Transformer Co., 808 Ridge Ave., 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


Pennsylvania 
North Side, 


New tap changer with straight-line move- 
ment features silver-to-silver contacts, is 
said to be capable of carrying heavy over- 
load without overheating and is able to 
withstand “dead” short circuits without 
detrimental effects. 


Current Adjuster 


A separate unit consisting of current 
adjusting rheostat and motor is said to 
assure a uniform, neat finish to the end 
of an arc welding bead without decreasing 
strength or ductility. Current is slowly 
dropped to zero at the end of the weld, by 
pressing a push button on the electrode 
holder at top of weld and again at end of 
weld. Rheostat automatically returns to 
“hot-start” setting for starting next weld. 


adapted for 


'Crater-Elminiator:'' especial] ; 
ater-Elminiator: pecially Allis- 


use with Weld-O-lron arc welde 
Chalmers Mfg. Co., Milwaukee, W 
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